Appeal Process Overview
DISCLAIMER AND SCOPE
The following discussion broadly outlines the process for the most common property-tax
appeals—appeals from local officials’ assessments. Slightly different procedures and
deadlines apply in other instances, such as appeals from assessments made by the
Department of Local Government Finance. For other appeal procedures, consult Indiana
Code §§ 6-1.1 and 6-1.5. Click here to link to the Indiana Code.
The IBTR offers this discussion for informational purposes only and may revise its
contents at any time without notice. The discussion is not intended, nor should it be
construed, as a ruling on any specific appeal, and parties shall not cite it in any
proceedings. The IBTR strongly advises parties to consult relevant statutes, court rules,
administrative regulations, and case law to determine applicable deadlines and
procedures. Relevant materials include, without limitation, Ind. Code § 6-1.1-15; Ind.
Code § 6-1.5-4 and -5; 52 Ind. Admin. Code, rr. 1, 2 and 3; and the Indiana Tax Court
Rules.
APPEALS PROCESS
Taxpayers can resolve many disputes through discussions with local assessing officials.
But in some cases, they will have to pursue an appeal to obtain relief. To do so, a
taxpayer must file written notice with the local official that made the disputed
assessment. And the taxpayer must file that notice within statutorily prescribed
timeframes. Those timeframes are described at Ind. Code § 6-1.1-15-1. The local
official is statutorily required to forward that written notice to the county property tax
assessment board of appeals (“PTABOA”), which will hear the taxpayer’s appeal and
issue a written determination.
A taxpayer who believes the PTABOA’s determination is wrong may petition the IBTR
to review that determination. The taxpayer must file his or her petition no later than 45
days after the PTABOA gives notice of its determination. If the taxpayer initiated the
appeal process at the local level after June 30, 2007, he or she can appeal to the IBTR
without the PTABOA having issued a determination. But the taxpayer can do so only if
PTABOA failed (1) to hear the case within 180 days after the taxpayer initiated the
appeal process, or (2) to issue a determination within 120 days after holding its hearing.
The IBTR will hear timely filed petitions that otherwise comply with statutory
requirements. For appeals from assessments made in general-reassessment years, the
IBTR must hold a hearing within one year of the petition being filed. For all other
appeals, the IBTR must hold its hearing within 9 months of the petition being filed. After
conducting its hearing and considering the parties’ evidence, the IBTR will issue a final
determination. Once again, the IBTR must issue its determination within statutorily
prescribed timeframes—9 months from the hearing for general-reassessment-year
appeals, and 3 months from the hearing in all other appeals. The Board can extend those

timeframes up to 180 days. If the IBTR fails to issue a final determination within those
timeframes, the petitioner may either wait for the IBTR to issue its determination or
petition the Indiana Tax Court for judicial review.
A party that is dissatisfied with the IBTR’s final determination may, at its option, petition
for rehearing or seek judicial review. If the party seeks rehearing, it must file its petition
no later than 15 days after the IBTR gives notice of its final determination. Unless the
IBTR grants the petition for rehearing, that petition does not toll the time for seeking
judicial review. A party seeking judicial review must follow the procedures under
applicable statutes and the Indiana Tax Court’s rules. Due to amendments embodied in
Public Law 219-2007 (Senate Enrolled Act 287), the procedures for obtaining judicial
review of IBTR determinations issued after June 30, 2007, differ significantly from those
applying to IBTR determinations issued before that date.

Procedure for Appeal of Assessment
1. PTABOA=
County Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals

Taxpayer has right to appeal assessment.
a) Form 11 Notice (must file appeal within 45 days)
b) Form 113 Notice (must file appeal within 45 days)
c) Tax Bill (notice required but not issued, must file appeal within 45 days)
d) May 10 Filing (notice not required)
IC 6-1.1-15-1(a)-(d)

Taxpayer files a property tax appeal with assessing official.

• Each county must have PTABOA comprised of individuals
"knowledgeable in the valuation of property."
• The County Commissioners may determine whether to
have a 3 or 5 member PTABOA. The County Assessor is a
non-voting member of the PTABOA regardless of the number
of members.
• Three-Member PTABOA:
- The fiscal body appoints 1 individual who may be a certified
Level II or III assessor-appraiser.
- The Board of Commissioners appoints 2 freehold members
so that not more than 2 of the members may be of the same
political party and so that at lest 2 are residents of the
county. At least 1 of the Board's appointees must be a
certified Level II or III assessor-appraiser. The Board,
however, may waive that requirement.

With the assessing official, the taxpayer files an appeal containing the
taxpayer's name, address and parcel/key number of the property, and
taxpayer's address and telephone number.
(Form 130 may be used but is not required.)
Filing of the appeal:
1) initiates a review; and
2) constitutes a request by the taxpayer for a preliminary informal
meeting with the assessing official.
IC 6-1.1-15-1(f)-(g)

Assessing official must forward appeal to PTABOA and attempt to hold the
preliminary informal meeting with the taxpayer to resolve as many issues
as possible. Not later than 10 days after the meeting, the assessing official
must forward results of the preliminary meeting to Auditor and PTABOA1
using Form 134.
IC 6-1.1-15-1(h)-(i)

If PTABOA receives Form 134

If no agreement is reached or

that indicates an agreement was

PTABOA does not receive Form

reached before the PTABOA

134 within 120 days of appeal,

hearing:

PTABOA must hold hearing within

• PTABOA cancels hearing.

180 days of filing of appeal.

• assessing official gives notice

PTABOA must give taxpayer and

of the agreed to assessment to

official at least 30 days notice of

PTABOA, Auditor and Assessor

the hearing date.*

• Five-Member PTABOA:
- The Board of Commissioners appoints 3 freehold members
and the county fiscal body appoints 2 members.
- At least 1 of the members appointed by the county fiscal
body may be a certified Level II or III assessor-appraiser.
- The Board of the county shall appoint 3 freehold members
so that not more than 3 of the 5 members may be of the
same political-party and so that at least 3 of the 5 members
are residents of the county. At least 1 of the members
appointed by the Board must be a certified Level II or III
assessor-appraiser. The Board, however, may waive the
requirements that one of their appointments be a Level II or
III assessor-appraiser.
IC 6-1.1-28-1

(if not same as assessing official);
and
• PTABOA may change
assessment.
IC 6-1.1-15-1(j)

* Taxpayer may request
continuance at least 20 days
before hearing. PTABOA must
rule on continuance within 10
days of the request. Taxpayer
may request action without his
presence or withdraw a petition at
least 8 days before the hearing. A
PENALTY OF $50 will be assessed
against the taxpayer or
representative for an unexcused
failure to appear at the hearing.

If the PTABOA does not hold a timely hearing
within 180 days of filing of appeal or give notice of
decision within 120 days after hearing, taxpayer
may appeal to IBTR.2
IC 6-1.1-15-1(o)

Taxpayer initiates an appeal with IBTR
Taxpayer may appeal PTABOA's action to IBTR
with respect to (1) assessment of taxpayer's
real or personal property, (2) exemption of

During the PTABOA hearing,
taxpayer may present his/her
evidence for disagreement. The
assessing official must present
the basis for the assessment
decision and refute the taxpayer's
evidence. No appraisal is required

taxpayer's real or personal property, (3) property
tax deductions, or (4) property tax credits.
The taxpayer must file the Form 131 with the IBTR
within 45 days when PTABOA's order is given
to parties and must mail a copy of the petitiion
to the other party, i.e. the assessing official.
No appraisal is required by taxpayer.3
IC 6-1.1-15-3(a), (d), (f); IC 6-1.5-4-1

by taxpayer.3
IC 6-1.1-15-1(l)-(m)

IBTR holds hearing within 9 months after
appeal petition is filed (unless general
reassessment year). IBTR must issue decision
within 90 days after hearing (unless extension
ordered or general reassessment year). Party
may request a rehearing within 15 days of IBTR

2. IBTR = Indiana Board of Tax Review

final determination. May appeal to Tax Court.

• IBTR is a state agency with 3 commissioners appointed by the Governor.
• 2 members of IBTR must be members of one major political party, and 1 member must be
a member of the other major political party.
• IBTR may appoint administrative law judges to conduct appeal hearing.
IC 6-1.5-2-1, IC 6-1.5-3-3

3. For a proceeding pending or commenced after June 30, 2012, to accurately determine
market-value-in-use, a taxpayer or official may (in a proceeding concerning residential
property) introduce evidence of the assessment of comparable properties in the same
taxing district or within 2 miles of the taxing district; but (in a proceeding regarding nonresidential property) taxpayer may introduce evidence of any comparable property but
preference is given to comparable property in taxing district or within 2 miles of taxing
district.

IC 6-1.1-15-4(e)-(h); IC 6-1.1-15-5(a)

Taxpayer initiates appeal with Tax Court
A taxpayer must file a petition with the
Indiana Tax Court within 45 days of IBTR
final determination or at any time after the
maximum time elapses for the IBTR to make
a final determination. May appeal Tax Court
determination to Supreme Court.
IC 6-1.1-15-5(b), (c ), (g)

Taxpayer initiates appeal with
Indiana Supreme Court
IC 6-1.1-15-17.2
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Review by the Supreme Court is discretionary.
IC 33-26-6-7(d)
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Frequently Asked Questions
Assessment Appeals 101
July 28, 2014
1. Question: I received a Notice of Assessment (Form 11) in the mail. How do I know if
my assessed value is correct?
Answer: The assessed value should reflect the amount a willing buyer would pay for the
property at the time of the assessment (March 1 is the assessment date. NOTE: The
assessment/valuation date will change to January 1st in 2016). When a property owner receives
a notice of assessment, the best way to determine if it is accurate is to question if the property
could have sold for approximately that amount.
2. Who should I contact to initiate an appeal of the assessed value of my home?
Answer: The first step in the appeals process begins with written notification to the appropriate
local official. A taxpayer may elect to do one of the following and submit the appeal to the
appropriate local official:
 File an Appeal Form 130 with the local assessor https://forms.in.gov/Download.aspx?id=4816 is for “subjective” appeals (e.g., you
believe the assessed value is incorrect),
 File an Appeal Form 133 with the local assessor https://forms.in.gov/Download.aspx?id=4728 is for “objective” appeals (e.g., I was
assessed for a fireplace, and I do not have a fireplace) or,
 Submit a written appeal (including information such as the name of the taxpayer, the
property address, parcel number, contact information, etc.) to the local assessor.
A taxpayer has forty-five (45) days after the date of the notice of assessment to file an appeal. If
a notice of assessment is not sent, then the taxpayer must file an appeal no later than May 10
or 45 days after the date of the tax statement (tax bill), whichever is later. Appeals begin at the
local level and can be appealed to the state (Indiana Board of Tax Review) only after being
reviewed locally.
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3. I received my property tax bill and I think it is too high. What can I do?
Answer: A person’s property tax liability reflects the assessed value, deductions (e.g., the
Homestead Standard Deduction and the Mortgage Deduction are the two most common
deductions), and local government spending. Hence, the first thing a taxpayer should do is to
make sure their assessment is correct. This can be done by getting a copy of their property
record card from the local assessor’s office to make sure all of the parcel characteristics (e.g.
square footage, features like decks, detached garage, etc.) are correct. The next step is to make
sure all of the deductions for which the taxpayer has applied and is eligible for are in place (see
http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2344.htm for a list of property tax benefits). Finally, taxpayers can
check with their local government officials (e.g. city, town, or county council members, etc.)
about local government spending decisions.
4. To whom do I speak about an appeal if my township no longer has an assessor?
Answer: The county assessor is responsible for all assessment duties if you do not have a
township assessor. Please visit the following link to locate your local assessing official:
http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2440.htm.
5. Is an appraisal required as evidence when appealing an assessment?
Answer: No, state law does not require a taxpayer to submit an appraisal of the subject
property in order to appeal the assessment. Information about acceptable evidence to support
an appeal is available at http://www.in.gov/ibtr/2420.htm.
6. What is the Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals (PTABOA)?
Answer: The PTABOA is either a three or five member board comprised of individuals
“knowledgeable in the valuation of property.” The county commissioners determine whether to
have a three or five member PTABOA. The county assessor is a non-voting member of the
PTABOA regardless of the number of members. The members are appointed by the county
commissioners and the county council.
7. So how does the appeal process work?
Answer: Once a taxpayer has filed a written notice of appeal, the local assessing official is
statutorily required to forward that written notice to the PTABOA and attempt to hold a
preliminary meeting with the taxpayer to resolve as many issues as possible. The assessing
official will forward a copy of the results of the preliminary meeting to the PTABOA. The
PTABOA will review the agreement (if one is reached) and may change the assessment. If an
agreement was not reached or if an informal meeting was not held, the PTABOA must hold a
hearing within 180 days of the filing of the appeal. The PTABOA must give the taxpayer at least
30 days notice of the hearing date. After the hearing and a decision is rendered, the PTABOA
will issue a written determination. If the taxpayer disagrees with the final determination, or the
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PTABOA does not hold a timely hearing or give notice of the decision within 120 days after the
hearing, the taxpayer may appeal to the Indiana Board of Tax Review (IBTR).
8. I think my assessment is incorrect and I am filing an appeal. Do I have to pay the full
amount of my tax bill or can I wait for the results of my appeal?
Answer: If you have filed an appeal, you may pay an amount based on the immediately
preceding year's assessment of real property if an assessment, or increase in assessment, of
real property is involved. The taxes resulting must be paid when the installments come due.
9. What if I can’t attend the scheduled hearing? What is the timeframe to file a
continuance?
Answer: Effective July 1, 2012, the PTABOA must give at least thirty (30) days notice, by mail, of
the date, time, and place of the hearing to the taxpayer and the county or township official with
whom the taxpayer filed the notice for review. In some situations, a taxpayer may need to
request an extension of time (i.e., a continuance) because of individual circumstances (for
example, the taxpayer may be waiting for some information such as an appraisal [although an
appraisal is not required in the appeal process] or there may be some urgent family or work
issues that must be attended to on the date scheduled for the appeal hearing). A taxpayer may
request a continuance of the hearing (that is, a postponement to a later date) by filing, at least
twenty (20) days before the hearing date, a request for continuance with the PTABOA and the
county or township official with evidence supporting just cause why the PTABOA should
postpone the hearing. The PTABOA must, no later than ten (10) days after the date the request
for continuance is filed, determine whether the taxpayer has demonstrated just cause for a
continuance, at which point the PTABOA either must grant or deny the taxpayer’s request for
continuance.
10. Do I have to show up for the appeal hearing or can they review the information I
submitted?
Answer: A taxpayer may request that the PTABOA take action without the taxpayer being
present and make a decision based on the evidence already submitted to the PTABOA. The
taxpayer may make the request by filing it with the PTABOA and county or township official at
least eight (8) days before the hearing date.
11. What if I do not attend my appeal hearing? Is there a penalty?
Answer: If the taxpayer or representative fails to appear at the PTABOA hearing, and the
taxpayer’s request for a continuance was denied, a penalty of fifty dollars ($50) will be
assessed against the taxpayer. The penalty will also be assessed if the taxpayer’s request for a
continuance, request for the PTABOA to take action without the taxpayer being present, or
withdrawal is not timely filed. A taxpayer may appeal the assessment of the penalty to the IBTR
or directly to the Tax Court.
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12. I filed a property tax appeal, but now I decided I do not want to pursue it. What do I
need to do?
Answer: A taxpayer may withdraw a petition by filing a notice of withdrawal with the PTABOA
and the county or township official at least eight (8) days before the hearing date. As a
reminder, if it is after the eight (8) days, a penalty of fifty dollars ($50) will be assessed against
the taxpayer.
13. What is the IBTR?
Answer: The IBTR is the state administrative tax appeals board. A taxpayer who disagrees with
the PTABOA’s determination may petition the IBTR for further review. More information about
the IBTR is available at http://www.in.gov/ibtr/2334.htm.
14. If I am successful in my appeal, do I get a refund and is there interest?
Answer: If a taxpayer is entitled to a property tax refund or credit because an assessment is
decreased, the taxpayer shall also be paid, or credited with, interest on the excess taxes that
the taxpayer paid at the rate established for excess tax payments by the Department of
Revenue under IC 6-8.1-10-1.
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Property Tax Assessment Appeals

FACT SHEET

Property Tax Assessment Appeals Process (Form 130)
(Form 130 may be used but is not required.)

A taxpayer has the right to initiate an appeal of the current year’s assessed
valuation. The first step in the appeals process begins with written notification to
the local assessing official. Taxpayers have 45 days after the date of the notice of
assessment to initiate an appeal. If no notice of assessment is given, the notice of
appeal must be filed not later than the later of May 10 of the tax bill year or 45
days after the date of the tax bill. In other words, if no Form 11 is issued by the
county assessor for the March 1, 2013 assessment date, the 2014 tax bill serves
as the notice of assessment and the deadline to file an appeal is the later of May
10 or 45 days after the date of the 2014 tax bill.
Evidence to support the taxpayer’s case can be in the form of a sale of the subject
property, sales of comparable properties, offers to purchase or an appraisal
prepared by a licensed appraiser. Indiana law does not require a taxpayer to
submit an appraisal of the subject property to appeal the assessment. While the
Indiana Tax Court has held that an appraisal properly trended to the appropriate
valuation date is the best evidence, it is not the only acceptable evidence. The
county or township assessor has the burden of proof in an appeal where the
assessment increased by more than 5% over the preceding assessment date.
If the taxpayer and the assessing official do not agree on the resolution of all
assessment issues or the results of the informal meeting are not forwarded to
the Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals (PTABOA) not later than 120 days
after the date of the notice of review filed by the taxpayer, the PTABOA must
hold a hearing on the appeal not later than 180 days after the date of the appeal.
The taxpayer may request a continuance at least 20 days before the hearing. The
PTABOA must rule on the continuance no later than ten days after the date the
request for a continuance is filed. The taxpayer may, at least eight days before the
hearing, request that the PTABOA take action without his presence. The taxpayer
may withdraw a petition at least eight days before the hearing. A PENALTY OF $50
will be assessed against the taxpayer or his representative for failure to appear at
the hearing and if the taxpayer’s request for continuance, request for the PTABOA
to take action without the taxpayer’s presence, or withdrawal is not timely filed
(a penalty may be appealed). At the PTABOA hearing, the taxpayer may present
reasons for disagreement with the assessment.
If a taxpayer is not satisfied with the decision of the PTABOA or if the PTABOA
fails to hear the case not later than 180 days after the appeal was initiated or fails
to issue a determination not later than 120 days after holding its hearing, the
taxpayer has the right to appeal to the Indiana Board of Tax Review (IBTR) by filing
a Form 131. Taxpayers may contact the IBTR directly at (317) 232-3786 or visit the
IBTR “Guide to Appeals” at http://www.in.gov/ibtr/2330.htm.
After being heard by the IBTR, taxpayers may also seek review by the Indiana Tax
Court and, subsequently, the Indiana Supreme Court.
Contact information is available for the Indiana Department of Local
Government Finance at: http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2338.htm.

Facts

Form 130:
https://forms.in.gov/Download.
aspx?id=4816
Related Memorandum:
Indiana law does not require a
taxpayer to submit an appraisal
of the subject property in order
to appeal the assessment.
Memorandum on Use of
Appraisals: http://www.in.gov/
dlgf/files/Memo_Appeals082407.
pdf
Memorandum on Penalty to
Taxpayer for Not Appearing:
http://www.in.gov/dlgf/
files/120522_Assessment_and_
Appeal_Changes.pdf
Appeals 101: http://www.in.gov/
dlgf/files/120618_Assessment_
Appeals_101-final.pdf
Memorandum on Legislative
Changes to Procedures for
Appeal of Assessment: http://
www.in.gov/dlgf/files/090722_-_
Rushenberg_Memo_-_Appeals_
Process_and_PTABOA_
Composition.pdf
Pertinent Evidence to Support a
Taxpayer’s Case:
• A sale of the subject property
• Sales of comparable properties
• Offers to purchase
• An appraisal prepared by a
licensed appraiser
• For income producing property:
capitalized income and expense
information
Burden of proof falls to the
township or county assessor if the
assessment has increased by more
than 5% over the previous year’s
assessment
Claim for Refund Form 17T:
Taxpayers requesting refunds
should also file a “Claim for
Refund” Form 17T with the county
auditor.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How do I know if my new assessed value is correct?
A: The assessed value should reflect the amount a willing buyer would pay for the property at the time of the
assessment. When a property owner receives the notice of new assessment, the best way to determine if it is accurate is
to ask if the property could have sold for approximately that amount during the valuation time period. For 2014 pay 2015
property taxes, the assessment and valuation date was March 1, 2014. Sales from 2013 and the first two months of 2014
were used to determine this assessed value. A correct assessed value should reflect the amount a willing buyer would
pay for the property during 2013 and the first two months of 2014.
Q. Who should I contact to initiate an appeal of the assessed value of my property?
A: The appeals process begins with written notification to your local assessing official. Appeals begin at the local level
and can be appealed to the state only after being reviewed locally.
Q: To whom do I speak about an appeal if my township no longer has an assessor?
A: The county assessor is responsible for all assessment duties if you do not have a township assessor. Please visit the
following link to locate your local assessing official: http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2440.htm.
Q: When should I initiate an appeal?
A: If you receive a notice of assessment (Form 11), you should initiate an appeal not later than 45 days after the date
of the notice. If no Form 11 is sent, the tax bill serves as the notice of assessment and you should initiate an appeal not
later than May 10 of the year or 45 days after the date of the tax bill, whichever is later.
Q: Do I need a Form 130 to initiate an appeal of my assessment and if not, what else can I use?
A: You are not required to use the Form 130 to initiate an appeal. Indiana statute only requires written notification to the
local assessing official. The notification should include the name of the taxpayer, the address and parcel or key number of
the property, and the address and telephone number of the taxpayer.
Q: Is an appraisal required as evidence when appealing an assessment?
A: No. State law does not require a taxpayer to submit an appraisal of the subject property in order to appeal the
assessment. Information about acceptable evidence to support an appeal is available at http://www.in.gov/ibtr/2420.
htm. If the value of the subject property has increased by more than 5% over the previous assessment date, the burden
of proof rests with the local assessing official.
Q: What happens if the Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals (PTABOA) denies my appeal and I still disagree?
A: A petitioner may appeal the PTABOA decision to the Indiana Board of Tax Review (IBTR). After being heard by the IBTR,
taxpayers may then seek review by the Indiana Tax Court.
Q: What is the PTABOA?
A: Once a taxpayer has filed written notice of appeal, the local official is statutorily required to forward that written
notice to the county PTABOA, which will hear the taxpayer’s appeal and issue a written determination if the taxpayer and
assessing official are unable to resolve the dispute. The board of county commissioners may determine whether to have
a three or five member PTABOA. The county assessor is a non-voting member of the PTABOA regardless of the number of
members. In a county with a five member PTABOA, the commissioners appoint three freehold members and the county
council appoints two members. In a county with a three member PTABOA, the county council will appoint one individual
and the commissioners will appoint two freehold members. See IC 6-1.1-28-1 for more information.
Q: What is the IBTR?
A: The IBTR is the state agency charged with hearing appeals from the PTABOA. A taxpayer who disagrees with the
PTABOA’s determination may petition the IBTR for further review. More information about the IBTR is available online at:
http://www.in.gov/ibtr.
Q: I know my assessment is incorrect and I am filing an appeal. Do I have to pay the full amount of my tax bill, or can I
wait for the results of my appeal?
A: If you have initiated an appeal, you may pay only an amount of taxes based on the immediately preceding year’s
assessment pending a final determination of your appeal. If you do not pay this amount when the property tax
installment is due, you will be considered delinquent and assessed penalties based on that delinquency.
For example, your property was assessed at $200,000 this year. You file an appeal contesting this assessment. Last year
your property was assessed at $100,000. You may pay taxes based on an assessed value of $100,000 during the pending
appeal with no penalty.
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Petition for Correction of an Error

FACT SHEET
Appeal for Correction of an Error (Form 133):

Indiana law provides two ways for taxpayers to contest the assessed value of
their property. Both begin at the local level and can be appealed to the state
only after being reviewed locally.
If a taxpayer believes the assessed valuation of a property is incorrect, a
“subjective appeal” may be filed. This type of appeal is based on the taxpayer’s
judgement as to the correct market value of the property. (For more information
on this process, see the Property Tax Assessment Appeals Process Fact Sheet.)
The other appeal process addresses factual matters through an “objective
appeal.” For example, if a taxpayer notices that his property tax card contains an
incorrect description of his property, such as a garage listed that does not exist,
the objective appeal is available to correct the problem. This simple process
begins with the submission of a “Petition for Correction of Error” (Form 133) to
the county auditor. This form may be used to appeal objective issues such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The taxes are illegal as a matter of law.
There is a math error in computing the assessment.
Through error or omission by any state or county officer, the taxpayer was
not given credit for an exemption or deduction as permitted by law.
The description of the real property was in error.
The assessment was against the wrong person.
Taxes on the same property were charged more than one time in the
same year.
There was a mathematical error in computing the taxes or penalties on
the taxes.
There was an error in carrying delinquent taxes forward from one tax
duplicate to another.

If the appeal is successful and a refund is due, the taxpayer must file a “Claim for
Refund” Form 17T with the county auditor.
However, if the petition is denied, the county auditor will refer the matter to the
county Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals (PTABOA) for determination.
The PTABOA then provides a copy of its determination to the petitioner and the
auditor.
If the PTABOA agrees with the local officials’ denial of the petition, the taxpayer
may appeal the PTABOA decision to the Indiana Board of Tax Review (IBTR). The
appeal must be made not later than 45 days after the date of the notice of the
PTABOA determination.

Facts

Objective Appeal:
Objective issues are such things
as mathematical miscalculations,
factual errors or incorrect measurements.
Form 133:
https://forms.in.gov/Download.
aspx?id=4728
Successful Appeal Claims for
Correction of an Error:
• Claims may be made for up
to three years of assessments
with the submission of the
Form 133.
• Taxpayers requesting refunds
must also file a “Claim for
Refund” form (Form 17T)
available from the county
auditor.
Appeal Contacts:
• Your Local Assessing Official:
http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2440.
htm
• County Property Tax
Assessment Board of Appeals
(PTABOA) - (contact your county
assessor.)
• Indiana Board of Tax Review
(IBTR): http://www.in.gov/
ibtr/2330.htm
• Indiana Tax Court: http://www.
in.gov/judiciary/tax
Memorandum on Legislative
Changes to Procedures for Appeal
of Assessment:
http://www.in.gov/dlgf/
files/120618_Assessment_
Appeals_101-final.pdf
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Taxpayers may contact the IBTR directly at (317) 232-3786 or visit the IBTR website at the “Guide to Appeals” link:
http://www.in.gov/ibtr/2330.htm.
If the petition is denied after being heard by the IBTR, the taxpayer may seek review by the Indiana Tax Court
(see http://www.in.gov/judiciary/tax/).
Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the difference between an objective appeal and a subjective appeal?
A: Objective issues are such things as mathematical miscalculations, factual errors, or incorrect measurements (Form
133). Subjective issues generally relate to the determination of the assessed value of a property by an assessing
official (Form 130).
Q: What can I do if all the data on my property record card are accurate but my assessment is too high (incorrect)?
A: You may file a Form 130 if you believe your assessment is too high and does not reflect market value. Information
about the appeals process is available on the DLGF website at http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2508.htm. A fact sheet with
“Frequently Asked Questions” is located at http://www.in.gov/dlgf/files/PropertyTaxAppealsProcess.pdf and a flowchart
of the process is available at http://www.in.gov/dlgf/files/Flowchart_for_Appeals-final(2).pdf.
Q: Can I be refunded for a correction of an error for previous years?
A: Claims must be filed within three years after the taxes were first due. Taxpayers requesting refunds must file a
“Claim for Refund” form (Form 17T) available from the county auditor.
Q: Where can I obtain a property tax card?
A: Property tax cards can be obtained at the office of your local assessing official. Contact information for county officials
is available online at http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2440.htm.
Contact Information:
For more information on an appeal for correction of an error, contact your county auditor. A complete listing of local
government contact information is located at http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2440.htm.
Contact information for the Indiana Department of Local Government Finance is available at
http://www.in.gov/dlgf/2338.htm.
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